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• 30 of the top 60 universities worldwide (Academic Ranking of World Universities)

• The #1 or #2 ranked university in 14  countries.   



The Humanities, Sciences, Engineering, Business, …. 



Teacher Professional Development

Launched May 1st! 

Top schools of education, top 

museums, and the 

Commonwealth Education Trust

“Coursera’s ambitious 

agenda to take teacher 

training and professional 

development to scale using 

technology is an important 

and crucial innovation on 

the road to meeting our 

global education goals.”

(Gordon Brown, May 2013)



I applied to the Fulbright Scholarship to study at 

the US. In the interviews and in the essay, one of 

the things I stood up was my experience with 

Coursera, the evaluators were very glad with my 

story, and I received the scholarship! 

(Raul Coaguila)



Global Reach

Reach in Developing World

(Jan-Apr 2013):

• 33% of total visits

• 4.7M unique visits

• India: 824,444 uniques

• Africa: 310,606 uniques

o biggest countries: Egypt, South Africa, Ethiopia, Algeria

• Southeast Asia: 487,536 uniques

o biggest countries: Philippines, Thailand, Vietnam

• South & Central America: 1,239,953 uniques  

o biggest countries: Brazil, Chile, Argentina, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, Venezuela, 
Bolivia



Sharon Watkins, Ohio

Grow to Greatness



I grew a lot from answering the longer quizzes 

and wrestling with the complex essay grading 

rubrics… you are not only allowing autistic 

people to learn, but actually diminishing the 

severity of the illness itself. (Daniel Bergmann)



STUDENT EXPERIENCE
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Many Different Formats

Sustainability Introduction to Sociology



Modern sequencing 

methods (11 min)

Genomic 

economics (8 

min)

Personalized 

medicine (13 min)

History: The 

Human Genome 

Project (12 min)

Modern GenomicsGenes and alleles 

(10 min)

Basic Genetics 

Refresher (OPTIONAL)

Mendelian

inheritance 

(13 min)

What is DNA?  

(12 min)

Genetic testing in 

the commercial 

world (11 min)

Protecting privacy 

(9 minutes)

Case study: direct-

to-consumer 

genetics (12 min)

Case study: 

family planning 

(13 min)

Commercial Genomics 

(OPTIONAL)

Personalized Learning



In-Lecture Interaction



Autograded Homeworks and Exercises

Multiple choice

Short answer (regular expression)

Computer programs

Math expressions



In-Depth Exercises



Mastery

Martin Odersky

EPFL

For students of similar 
current performance, 
mastery-based score 
improvements correlate 
with future performance



Peer Grading

Analysis by:

Matthew Salganik & Mitch Duneier

Princeton University Sociology Dept.

Mitch Duneier

Princeton



Creative, open-ended assignments via peer grading

Ramaswamy Venkatachalam

Gujarat, India

Paul Mendoza

Manila, Philippines

LaPtabel

laptop table

DuoSlim

portable device holder

Neo-WD

space-efficient workdesk

Aranzazu Hurtado Ruiz

Madrid, Spain

Karl Ulrich

Wharton, UPenn



Community

Student 1

Student 2

Student 3

Student 
4



Global Network of Communities



Statements of Accomplishment

Does not confer Stanford credit. 

Student identify not verified.
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Over 1,000 applications accepted
• A physician from Egypt planning to teach Nutrition 

for Health Promotion and Disease Prevention in her 
village despite a disorganized Ministry of Health

• A Bangladeshi professional studying Global 
Sustainable Energy to improve the 53% access to 
electricity in Bangladesh

• A student from Chile taking Neurons, Synapses and 
Brains to prepare to apply for a PhD in Huntington’s 
disease research

Financial Aid



Improving Learning



New Window into Human Learning

Wrong student answers



Individual

Tutoring

Lecture

Mastery Learning

Achievement Score

The 2 Sigma Problem

"The 2 Sigma Problem: The Search for Methods of Group Instruction as Effective as 

One-to-One Tutoring."  B. Bloom, Educational Researcher (1984).



College is a place where a professor’s lecture 

notes go straight to the students’ lecture notes, 

—Edwin Emery Slosson

without passing through the brains of either.



The Best of Both Worlds

• High-quality online content

• Produced locally or adopted from 
another institution

• High-touch interaction with local 
instructor

• Active learning, problem solving, 
personal attention to students 



A New Frontier for Education

Student 
Learning

Low

High

Traditional 
instruction

Faculty 
Productivity

Low High

Office 
hours MOOCs

New 
frontier

Old 
frontier

Terwiesch, 2012

decrease costs

improve learning



Lifelong Learning

High 
School 
11.8%

Associate 
5.2%

Bachelor 
42.8%

Master's 
36.7%

Doctoral 
5.4%



Education for Everyone

North 
America
35.2%

Europe 
28.2%

Asia 
21.4%

South 
America 

8.8%

Africa 
3.6%

Oceania
2.8%


